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PUBLICATIONS

I. General

GEST LIBRARY JOURNAL. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1986$15.00 a year. Two issues a year.

Subscription:

This journal is the product of the Friends of the Gest Library, a group (as is explained in
an afterword printed in each issue) "of private individuals dedicated to the idea that an East
Asian library resource like the Gest Oriental Library (the East Asian Research Library at
Princeton University) must be known, supported and encouraged in order to enrich both
the aesthetic knowledge of East Asia and the growth of scholarship and contemporary
information concerning that part of the world" The editor is Dr. Hung-lam Chu; the
managing editor, Dr. Howard L. Goodman; and Professor Frederick Mote advises.
Together they have so far produced two volumes from which scholars and librarians of
East Asian studies and collections can draw a great deal of nourishment The articles are
of the kind that provide bibliographers with tides that are basic to particular subjects
("Recent books: studies of Hu Shih in the People's Republic of China," GU 1, no. 2
(Spring 1987): 67-77) and information that can guide them in selection ("Bibliographic
sources for Henan local history in the People's Republic of China," GLJ 2, no. 1 (Fall
1987): 31-38). Catalogers can verify personal names and tides and glean useful back
ground and subject information ("Mu-y'u Shu and the Cantonese popular singing arts,"
GLJ 2, no. 1 (Fall 1987): 16-30) to aid them in their work.
Scholars interested in East Asian historical bibliography will find plenty of material
discussing old tides and formats ("The oldest Chinese book at Princeton," GLJ 1, no. 1
(Winter 1986): 34-44). Those interested in the materials available at the Gest will be
furnished with descriptions of recent acquisitions ("The 'Colby Collection' of rare Chi
nese books," GU 1, no. 1 (Winter 1986): 7-33 and "The Gest Library and the study of
early modem Japan: a room with a view," GU 2, no. 1 (Fall 1987): 8-15). The journal
also contains discussions of topics of great interest to people currendy engaged in research
("Restricted circulation," GLJ 1, no. 2 (Spring 1987): 19-25.
Each issue also holds "News and notes from the Gest Library," announcements and
information on contributing authors from the editors, and book reviews. That all this
bountifulness can be secured for such a token amount is yet another favorable feature of
this journal. Subscription checks should be made payable to the Trustees of Princeton
University and sent to the Friends of the Gest Library, Jones Hall 211, Princeton Uni
versity, Princeton, NJ 08544 USA
(Edward Martinique)
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H. China
CHUNG-KUO KU TAI MING CHU TZTJ TIEN t l f l £
A . Compiled by Ch'en
Kuang-leifjtjklfc , Hu Ch'i-kuang ff±£rjb
, Li Hsing-chieh $
. Shang-hai:
Shang-hai tz'u shu ch'u pan she, 1986. 1108, 249 p.
This book is a compilation of over 10,000 famous sentences selected from works written
from before the Ch'in dynasty through the Ch'ing, including the works of the classics,
early philosophers and histories, and the prose and poetry of famous writers over the
centuries.
The text is arranged by thirty subject categories such as philosophy, economics, literature,
arts, nature, and so on, with subcategories under each main one. Each sentence is given
an identifying number made up of the number of the subject category followed by its
sequential number in the book as a whole. Sentences within each subcategory are
arranged in chronological order by author or by date of publication. Each sentence is
followed by explanatory notes and citation of the source.
An index arranged by number of strokes is placed at the end of the book. According to
the preface, the first word of each sentence, the first word of substantive subordinate
phrases for prose sentences, and the first word in the second phrase of lines of poetry are
all included ufthe index. This is an attempt to lead a reader to the original poem even if he
can only remember one or even half a sentence. With such a large number of entries, an
index by number of strokes is rather cumbersome, even with the subdivision of each
number by stroke order. Furthermore, my attempts to locate the first word of a secondary
substantive phrase of a prose sentence were mostly unsuccessful. This method of looking
up a reference is probably best reserved for poetry where the first word of secondary
phrases is regularly indexed.
The book is clearly printed and neatly bound. It should be a welcomed and useful ref
erence aid in East Asian libraries.
(Gail King)
EARLY MEDIEVAL CHINA GROUP NEWSLETTER (No. 1- Spring 1988-) Edited by
Dennis Grafflin, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
The period of Chinese history between the end of the Later Han and the beginning of the
Sui dynasty, representing over three-and-a-half centuries, has been the most difficult
subfield of Western sinology to organize. Clearly, this is due, in large part, to the general
breakdown of unity in the China of those years, and to the related tendency to view the
period as little more than a transition connecting the great empires of the Han and the
Tang. Slowly increasing numbers of scholars are corning to realize, though, that much of
historical and literary interest took place amidst the confusion of regional warlords,
nomadic invasions, migrations to the South, and the early introduction of Buddhism. An
earlier newsletter, Nan-pei-ch'ao Studies, was published for a few years before lapsing in
1981. The Early Medieval China Group Newsletter is a renewed attempt to provide a
forum for the exchange of news and ideas relevant to the period. As such, it seeks to fill
in the coverage of specialized Chinese history journals and newsletters between Early
China and Tang Studies, both of which have grown into substantial and useful vehicles
for specialists in those periods. Subscriptions/dues are a nominal $3.00, and should be
sent to Dennis Grafflin, Department of History, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine 04240.
(Ken Klein)
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